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writing a pamphlet, entitled, Critical Strictures, against it1* That the mildness of Dempster's disposition had, however, relented ; and he had candidly said, ' We have hardly a right to abuse this tragedy: for bad as it is, how vain should either of us be to write one not near so good.' JOHNSON. ' Why no, Sir; this is not just reasoning. You may abuse a tragedy, though you cannot write one. You may scold a carpenter who has made you a bad table, though you cannot make a table. It is not your trade to make tables.'
When I talked to him of the paternal estate to which I was heir, he said, ' Sir, let me tell you, that to be a Scotch landlord, where you have a number of families dependent upon you, and attached to you, is, perhaps, as high a situation as humanity can arrive at. A merchant upon the 'Change of London, with a hundred thousand pounds, is nothing; an English Duke, with an immense fortune, is nothing; he has no tenants who consider themselves as under his patriarchal care, and who will follow him to the field upon an emergency.'
His notion of the dignity of a Scotch landlord had been formed upon what he had heard of the Highland Chiefs; for it is long since a lowland landlord has been so curtailed in his feudal authority, that he has little more influence over his tenants than an English landlord; and of late years most of the Highland Chiefs have destroyed, by means too well known, the princely power which they once enjoyed2.
He proceeded : ' Your going abroad, Sir, and breaking off idle habits, may be of great importance to you. I would go where there arc courts and learned men. There is a good deal
Sir, your lady and family arc well."     Mallet   himself   sometimes   wrote,
" Ay, ay, man," said he, " pray where     characterised this pamphlet as ' the
is the great wit in that speech ?"'     crude efforts of envy, petulance and
JBoswellicma, p. 307.    Mr. Dempster     self-conceit.'   There being thus three
is   mentioned   by   Burns   in    The     epithets,   we,   the   three   authours,
Author's Earliest Cry  and Prayer     had  a  humourous  contention  how
to the Scotch Representatives in the     each should be appropriated.    Bos-
House   of Commons.—'Dempster,     WELL.
a true-blue Scot I'se warran.'    In         * Johnson (Works, ix. 86) talks of
1769 he was elected member for the     the chiefs  'gradually degenerating
Forfar Boroughs.   Parl. Hist.  xvi.     from patriarchal rulers to rapacious
453.                                                      landlords.1    In   Boswell's Hebrides,
' The Critical Review, in which     the subject is often examined.
ofs very clever, and tl expected that he could say i hut   good   things.    Being   1 acquainted,   Mr. Dempster him with.much politeness,"ocks, or any other agency, no evidence of any preter-natural power was exhibited.
